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  “And Elisha said unto him, Take bow and arrows. And he took unto him bow and arrows… Then Elisha said, Shoot. And he shot. And he said,     THE ARROW OF THE LORD’S DELIVERANCE.”   

(2 Kings 13: 15, 17)
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Surgery Date Set
Evelyn and I went to Iowa City Friday Apr.18 to meet with the doctors who will perform my surgery.      I am now scheduled to have surgery at the VA Hospital in Iowa City May 14, 2008 to remove a large growth near the adrenal gland near my left kidney. It will be a major surgery not without considerable risk.  This time they will open me up instead of using the laparoscopic method they used to remove my right kidney six years ago.  I have to go off the coumadin and aspirin that I am taking to thin my blood seven days before the surgery.  The right artery to my brain is completely clogged and my brain is being supplied with blood through the circle of willis, minute vessels in the back of the neck, and the coumadin and aspirin help the blood flow.  Dr. Joudi and Dr. Guptu will perform the surgery.  I am to report May 14 to 8-W on the eighth floor of the hospital at 6:00 AM to be prepared for the surgery.  In the mean time I am scheduled to see a Cardiologist on the 8th floor on Apr.25 at 1:30 AM to evaluate the condition of my heart in relation to the operation.   Dr. Guptu told me I can expect be in the hospital five to seven days after the surgery and that it will take some eight weeks to fully recover.  This means I will not be able to fill my schedule of meetings in North Carolina, New York and Ohio during May and June.   Of course I am seeking the prayers of all our many friends throughout the country.  There are no words to express my gratitude to all who have prayed for Evelyn and me over the years.  I had a near fatal stroke in 1986 and four preachers laid their hands on me in the hospital asnd prayed that God would spare me to preach again.  God heard and answered their prayers and the prayers of many others and I drove over a hundred miles to Burlington, NC and started another meeting the next Sunday and have been doing strong ever sense.   If all goes well I hope to be able to make the annual Missions conference at Maranath Baptist in St. Robert, Missouri in July and two meetings in West Virginia in August at Charity Baptist in Moorefield and Calvary Baptist in Rigg.  Only a God called preachers knows how I urn to preach the Word of God in my meetings and at my home church in Virginia.  
Evelyn’s Eye Surgery
As I told you in my last Arrow of the Lord Evelyn had cataract surgery on her right eye April 1.  The doctor hoped to do the left eye shortly after but she was not reading the charts well enough and it has been postponed until after my surgery.  We have learned during our 62 years of marriage that we need each other.  I need her to tell me when I am wrong (and she is always right) and there are even times when she needs me to put the drops in her eye.  We do hope you will continue to pray for both of us.  God Bless You and Thanks for your prayers! 

In Jesus’ Name,
Brother Dawson      Matt.6:33
