Bible Christians

Acts 11:19-26 “Now they which were scattered abroad upon the persecution that arose about Stephen travelled as far as Phenice, and Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the word to none but unto the Jews only. And some of them were men of Cyprus and Cyrene, which, when they were come to Antioch, spake unto the Grecians, preaching the Lord Jesus. And the hand of the Lord was with them: and a great number believed, and turned unto the Lord. Then tidings of these things came unto the ears of the church which was in Jerusalem: and they sent forth Barnabas, that he should go as far as Antioch. Who, when he came, and had seen the grace of God, was glad, and exhorted them all, that with purpose of heart they would cleave unto the Lord. For he was a good man, and full of the Holy Ghost and of faith: and much people was added unto the Lord. Then departed Barnabas to Tarsus, for to seek Saul: And when he had found him, he brought him unto Antioch. And it came to pass, that a whole year they assembled themselves with the church, and taught much people. And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.”  

A little boy came home from Sunday School one day and said to his father “Daddy, our Sunday School teacher told all of us today that we all needed to become Christians.  Daddy, what is a Christian?

The father though a moment and then began to explain to his son what a Christian is after which his son ask again “Daddy, have I ever seen one?    Perhaps all of us who attend church with any   degree of regularity have heard time and again that we need to become Christians, but like the little boy many are still asking “Have we ever seen one?”    
The word Christian found but three times in the Bible

The word Christian is only found three times in the Bible. It is not found one time in the thirty nine books of the Old Testament. It is not found even once in the Gospel records of Matthew, Mark, Luke or John. Not once in the writings of the Apostle Paul do you find the word Christian. The word Christian is found twice in the Book of Acts (Acts 11:26;  Acts 26:28) and once in the first epistle of Peter. (I Pet.4:16)  Although the Word is found but these three times I believe that they adequately identify who and what a Bible Christian is. I emphasize Bible Christian because the world’s   concept is far different than God’s.

Identified with a Person

The first mention of the Word Christian identifies a Christian with a Person, the Person of Christ. Not a Church or Denomination or Club or Lodge , but the Person of Christ.

Acts 11:26 “And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.”  Acts 4:13 “Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and  perceived that they were unlearned and ignorant men, they marvelled; and they took knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus.”  

1 John 5:12 “He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life.”

Identified with a Persuasion

Acts 26:28 “Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian.”    Paul himself had been persuaded to become a Christian and now he was trying to persuade King Agrippa.  

2 Tim. 1:12 “For the which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know whom I have believed, and am  persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day.”    
Believers in the Old testament were persuaded that God would one day send His Spotless Lamb to shed his blood and wash their sins away.  Heb.11:13 “These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and        pilgrims on the earth.”     Paul also sought to persuade Believers to live in the light of the Judgment Seat of Christ.  2 Cor.5:10-11 “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.  Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but we are made manifest unto God; and I trust also are made manifest in your consciences.”    

Identified with a Persecution

1 Pet.4:16 “Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this behalf.”    Here we see that a Christian is identified with suffering and persecution.  

2 Tim. 3:12 “Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.”    Make no mistake about it, if you are persuaded to become a Christian and try to persuade other to become Christians too, you will be persecuted for righteousness sake.   Phil.1:29 “For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for his sake;”    1 Tim. 4:10 “For therefore we both labour and suffer reproach, because we trust in the living God, who is the Saviour of all men, specially of those that believe.”     

1 Pet.3:14 “But and if ye suffer for righteousness' sake, happy are ye: and be not afraid of their terror, neither be troubled;”   

2 Tim.2:12 “If we suffer, we shall also reign with him:”  

For the next few moments I want to give you the Identifying marks of a Bible Christian and I pray than when you leave here today you will be able to say by the grace of God “I am a Bible Christian.”   The Apostle Paul was able to say  “But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me.” (1 Cor.15:10)

A Bible Christian is Saved

Acts 16:30-31 “And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved? And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.”   Acts 2:47 “Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.”  

A Bible Christian is Sure

1 John 5:12-13 “He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life. These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God.”  

A Bible Christian is Secure

John 10:27-30 “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never   perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand.  I and my Father are one.”  

Rom.8:35-39 “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come,  Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  

A Bible Christian is Sound

2 Tim.2:15 “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”  

Eph..4:14 “That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;”  

A Bible Christian is Surrendered

Rom.12:1-2 “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.”  

A Bible Christian is Separated

2 Cor.6:17-18 “Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.”

A Bible Christian is a Servant

John 12:26 “If any man serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there shall also my servant be: if any man serve me, him will my     Father honour.”

A Bible Christian is Spirit-filled

Eph..5:18 “And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit;”

A Bible Christian is a Singing Person

Eph..5:19 “Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord;”

Col. 3:16 “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.”

A Bible Christian is a Steward 

1 Cor.4:1-2 “Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God.  Moreover it is required in  stewards, that a man be found faithful.”
A Bible Christian is a Soldier

2 Tim.2:3 “Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of   Jesus Christ.”    (Eph.6:10-18)  “Onward Christian Soldiers….”

A Bible Christian is a Soul Winner

Prov.11:30 “The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life; and he that winneth souls is wise.”

Prov.14:25 “A true witness delivereth souls: but a deceitful witness speaketh lies.”  

John 15:16 “Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and    ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you.”

John 15:8 “Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.”

Ps.126:5-6  “They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.”  

Are YOU a Bible Christian?
