Chronology of Prophetic Future Events

In this short message I want to set forth future events revealed in the prophetic Scriptures.

God’s Purpose for this age

God’s purpose for this present age was revealed at the great conference held at Jerusalem in Acts chapter fifteen.  The Apostles and Church leaders had met to discuss some vital issues concerning false teaching that had crept in the Church that the Gentiles had to be circumcised and keep the Law of Moses in order to be saved. Several men testified at the conference and after Barnabas and Paul had testified James, who was probably Pastor of the Church in Jerusalem, spoke these important words. Acts 15:12-18 “Then all the multitude kept silence, and gave audience to Barnabas and Paul, declaring what miracles and wonders God had wrought among the Gentiles by them. 13And after they had held their peace, James answered, saying, Men and brethren, hearken unto me: 14Simeon hath declared how God at the first (for the first time)  did visit the Gentiles, to take out of them a people for his name. 15And to this agree the words of the prophets; as it is written, 16After this I will return, and will build again the tabernacle of David, which is fallen down; and I will build again the ruins thereof, and I will set it up: 17That the residue of men might seek after the Lord, and all the Gentiles, upon whom my name is called, saith the Lord, who doeth all these things. 18Known unto God are all his works from the beginning of the world.”   God’s purpose in this age or dispensation is to        “to take out from among the Gentiles  a people for his name.”  This is synonymous with Christ building His church.   Matt.16:18 “…upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”      Jesus adds the “Taken out Ones”  to His Body the Church (the Ecclesia, the Called Out Ones) .

The Rapture

The next event on the Prophetic Timetable is the Rapture of the Church.  When the last member has been added to the Body of Christ our Lord will return to receive His Bride. John 14:2-3 “In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.” 

When Jesus comes in the Rapture the dead in Christ will arise with new glorified bodies and living believers will be caught up together with them to meet the Lord in the air.  I Thess.4:13-18; I Cor.15:19-23; 51-57; Phil.3:20-21)

The Heavenly Scene 

The Saints go first to the Judgment Seat of Christ in Heaven  and from there to the Marriage of the Lamb.        II Cor.5:10 “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.”

At the judgment seat the Saints will receive rewards for faithful stewardship and service.  There are five crowns mentioned in scripture that will be rewarded. Rev.22:12 “And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be.”  I Cor.3:11-15; 

Rev.19:7-9 “Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready. 8And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints.  9And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto me, These are the true sayings of God.”

The Earthly Scene

While these events are taking place in heaven the scene changes back to the earth.  Only the Saints are raptured to heaven when Christ returns and there will be millions left behind on earth to go through Daniel’s 70th week and the reign of Anti-Christ.

(Dan.9:24-27 ; Matt.24 :1-51;  Matt. 25:1-46; Lk.21:5-36;)

Israel’s Covenant with the Anti-Christ

After the Church is gone from the earth the Anti-Christ will make a covenant with Israel.   Through his mediation he will bring about a peace between Israel and her Palestinian neighbors.  The world will role out the red carpet for this individual for he has accomplished something that many world leaders have failed to do.

Russia and her allies will Invade Israel

In Ezekiel 38 God reveals that Russia and five allies that are named will invade Israel dwelling in peace under the covenant with the head of the revived Roman Empire. (Ezk.38:1–23; Ezk.39:16)  Ezk.38:3-6 “Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against thee, O Gog, the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal: 4And I will turn thee back, and put hooks into thy jaws, and I will bring thee forth, and all thine army, horses and horsemen, all of them clothed with all sorts of armour, even a great company with bucklers and shields, all of them handling swords: 5Persia, (Iran) Ethiopia, and Libya with them; all of them with shield and helmet:  6Gomer, (Germany) and all his bands; the house of Togarmah (Turkey) of the north quarters, and all his bands: and many people with thee.”

This will be an Islamic inspired invasion.  Russia is becoming more and more Islamic as there is a population explosion of Muslims in Russia.  Iran, Libya, Turkey Ethiopia and Germany, (the nations mentioned who are allied with Russia in this invasion) have large Muslim populations.  The stated goal of Islam is to annihilate Israel wiping them off of the face of the earth.  When this invasion takes place it will trigger the Abrahamic Covenant. Gen.12:1-3 “Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto a land that I will shew thee: 2And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a        blessing: 3And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.”    

God promises to curse all who lay a hand on His Chosen People. God will destroy 5/6th of this invading force. Ezk.39:1-5  “Therefore, thou son of man, prophesy against Gog, and say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against thee, O Gog, the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal: 2And I will turn thee back, and leave but the sixth part of thee, and will cause thee to come up from the north parts, and will bring thee upon the mountains of Israel:   3And I will smite thy bow out of thy left hand, and will cause thine arrows to fall out of thy right hand. 4Thou shalt fall upon the mountains of Israel, thou, and all thy bands, and the people that is with thee: I will give thee unto the ravenous birds of every sort, and to the beasts of the field to be devoured.   5Thou shalt fall upon the open field: for I have spoken it, saith the Lord GOD.  6And I will send a fire on Magog, and among them that dwell carelessly in the isles: and they shall know that I am the LORD.  7So will I make my holy name known in the midst of my people Israel; and I will not let them pollute my holy name any more: and the heathen shall know that I am the LORD, the Holy One in Israel.” 

The Head of the Revived Roman Empire will rise to World Domination

With Russia and her allies destroyed by God the popular Head of the Revived Roman Empire will rise to take over headship of the Gentile nations.  Satan, through the Anti-Christ will rule the   Gentile World before Christ comes to set up His messianic Kingdom on earth.   The ten nations that make up this Revived Roman    Empire will seed their authority to this man. Rev.17:12-13 “And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, which have       received no kingdom as yet; but receive power as kings one hour with the beast. 13These have one mind, and shall give their power and strength unto the beast.”   (Rev.13:1-9 Read)

The  Anti-Christ will claim to be God

This man, this Man of Sin, this Beast, this Anti-Christ will move into the rebuilt Jewish temple, claim to be God,  erect an image of himself and demand that all men receive his mark in their       forehead or hand.  (II Thess.2:1-12;  Rev.13:11-18; )

Israel will reject his claims and demands 

Israel will reject the claims and demands of this Man of Sin and he will turn against Israel with a fury and seek to annihilate the nation and the people.  

The Great Tribulation

When the Anti-Christ turns on Israel this again triggers the   Abrahamic Covenant and twenty-one catastrophic judgments are unleashed upon him and his people.  Seven Seal Judgments, Seven Trumpet  Judgments, Seven Vial full of the wrath of God, all will be poured out.  
Armageddon

The Anti-Christ will marshal all his world armies in the valley of Megiddo for one all out attack on Israel.  Once again like the trap God set for Russia and her allies God is setting the trap for the Anti-Christ and his Gentile armies.  Zech.14:1-3 “Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, and thy spoil shall be divided in the midst of thee. 2For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall be taken, and the houses rifled, and the women ravished; and half of the city shall go forth into captivity, and the residue of the people shall not be cut off from the city. 3Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight against those   nations, as when he fought in the day of battle.” 

Rev.19:11-16 Read

All Israel Saved

Zech.12:10 “And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn.”  Zech.13:1 “In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the house of David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and for uncleanness.”

Isa.66:8 “Who hath heard such a thing? who hath seen such things? Shall the earth be made to bring forth in one day? or shall a nation be born at once? for as soon as Zion travailed, she brought forth her children.” 

Rom.11:25-26 “For I would not, brethren, that ye should be  ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own   conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.  26And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob:”

“

Christ’s Millennial Kingdom

Christ will at this time set up His Kingdom on earth. and reign for a thousand years.  Zech.14:9 “And the LORD shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall there be one LORD, and his name one.”

