God at Work

John 5:17 “But Jesus answered they, My Father worketh    hitherto, and I work.”

Men Working

I was driving along the highway one day in Illinois when I saw a sign that read CAUTION MEN WORKING.   I slowed down and soon came to a group of men standing by the side of the road. One of the men had a shovel in his hand and the other men were just standing there watching him. I don’t know if he was working with that shovel or if he had been working or perhaps was getting ready to go to work. But I do know that the other several men were not working but just standing there watching the man with the shovel in his hand. I don’t know if you have ever seen anything like that where you live or not.     

God Working

But have you ever while traveling down “Life’s Highway” came across a scene where, although there may not have been a visible sign, there was a sign nevertheless that read CAUTION, GOD WORKING?   Have you ever seen God working?  Have you ever seen God working in an individual’s life? Have you ever seen God working in a Home, a Family, a Marriage? Have you ever seen God working in a Local Church, in a Community?                I have seen God at work many times.

God Worked to Create the World

God created the heaven and the earth and the earth became without form and void.  Gen.1:1 “In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. And the earth was (became) without form and void: and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.”    For the next six days God worked hard to restore the earth to a habitable condition for Man whom He would create after His own image after His likeness on the sixth day. (Gen.1:3—2:25) Having completed His work of creation and restoration God rested on the seventh day calling it a Sabbath of Rest.  Come to think about it, I don’t know if God has ever had another day’s rest since then. “But   Jesus  answered them, My Father worketh hitherto, and I work.”   This is what I want to speak to you about, God at Work.  

God Works “ON” Us

First of all God Works “ON” us to convict us that we are all poor, lost, guilty, hell bound, hell deserving Sinners who desperately need a Saviour more than any thing else in the world. 

John 16:7-8 “Nevertheless I tell you the truth: It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter (Holy Spirit) will not come unto you: but if I depart, I will send Him unto you. And when He is come He will reprove (convict) the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment:”     

He then continues to Work ON us to bring us to Repentance and Faith in the Lord Jesus Christ who shed His life’s blood and died for our sins on the Cross of Calvary.  This is the Work of the Holy Spirit whom the Father sent to Convict and Convert lost Sinners.  So God Works ON us to get us Saved.  Luke 19:10 “For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.”    

Jonah cried out in the belly of the Whale “Salvation is of the LORD.” (Jonah 2:9)   
God Works “IN” Us

Having worked ON us to get us Saved, God continues to Work “IN” us to conform us unto the Image of His Son Jesus Christ.  Rom.8:28-29 “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose. For whom He did foreknow, He also did  predestinate to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might    become the firstborn among many brethren.”  God works IN us by the Holy Spirit producing the Fruit of the Spirit IN our lives.  “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.”(Gal.5:22-23)  These are not traits that are inherent in us but what the Holy Spirit produces in us. These are traits that are inherent in Jesus. The Holy Spirit IN us produces a Christ-like character IN us.  When the Fruit of the Spirit is manifest in our lives others can see Jesus IN us and He is glorified. This is what the World needs to see, God working in our lives.  They need to see the transformation that has taken place in our lives. We are not what we used to be.   II Cor.5:17 “Therefore if any man be in Christ Jesus, he is a new creature: old things are passed away: behold, all things are become new”    No more taverns, dance halls, gambling dens. No more cursing, lying, stealing, cheating, these things are gone. God is at Work IN us.  We now tell the truth, pay our debts, read our Bibles, Pray, go to Church, Tithe, Sing the Praises of God, tell others about our blessed Lord and Saviour and our heavenly Father. Paul told the Saints at Phillipi to “Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. For it is God which worketh IN you both to will and to do of His good pleasure,” (Phil.2:12-13)  It is great to see God working in your own life and in others!

God Works “FOR” Us

God not only works ON us and IN us, He also works FOR us.  Rom.8:31 “If God be FOR  us, who can be against us?”   
(1) God works to Provide FOR  us:   

Like an earthly father works to provide for his family, so too our Heavenly Father works to provide for His Family.   Matt.6:25-33 “Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink: nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment? Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not,  neither do they reap, nor gather into barns: yet your heavenly Father feedeth them.  Are ye not much better than they?  Which of you by taking thought can one cubit unto his stature?  And why take ye thought for raiment?  Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they toil not, neither do they spin:  And yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory was not     arrayed like one of these.  Wherefore, if God so cloth the grass of the field, which to day is, and to morrow is cast into the oven, shall He not much more cloth you, O ye of little faith?  Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? Or, What shall we drink?  Or, Wherewithall shall we be clothed?  (for after all these things do the Gentiles seek) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things.  But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His  righteousness: and all these things shall be added unto you.”   

Phil.4:19 “But my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.”     

How assuring and comforting to know that we have a Heavenly Father who loves us and is working FOR us to provide the necessities of life.   

(2) God is working to Protect us: 
We Christians have many enemies from which we need Protection, among which are the World, the Flesh, and the Devil.  Thank God our Shepherd watches over us with His Rod and His Staff to Protect us and we need Fear no evil.  He even assigns Angels to watch over us, like those two Sheep Dogs Goodness and Mercy who help the Shepherd watch over the Sheep.  Heb.1:13-14 “But to which of the angels said He at any time, Sit on my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool?  Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to  minister FOR them who shall be the heirs of salvation?” Yes, we do have Guardian Angels hovering all around us caring for and   Protecting us!                                                                                                                       
God Works “WITH” Us

Then too, God Works WITH us.  I Cor.3:9 “For we are labourers together WITH God:”   When working for God we do not work alone.  God works WITH us.  Mk.16:19-20 “So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, He was received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God. And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working WITH them, and confirming the Word with signs following. Amen.”  When Christ gave the Great Commission to His disciples He told them that He would always be WITH them. “…and lo, I am WITH you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.” (Matt.28:20b)    
God Works “THRU” Us
Actually when God is working WITH us He is working THRU us, for it is Christ and the Holy Spirit who does the work.  Jesus said, “Upon this rock I will build my church: and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” (Matt.16:18)  It truly is Christ who is building His Church and not us. On the Day of  Pentecost about three thousand souls were saved and we are told “And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.” (Acts 2:47)   It was the Lord Jesus Christ who was building His Church on the Day of Pentecost and it is still the Lord who is building His Church today adding one member at a time as they are saved.  But Praise God, Christ is working THRU you and me to build His Church.   Prayer “Lord, what do you want to do THRU me to help build Your Church?”

