Standing Where I Stood When I Started

I am going to answer a question that my good friend Dr. D.M. Hardison ask in one of our IFFB meetings some years ago.  He ask the question “Are you standing where you stood when you started?”   I am going to answer that question today.  Yes, I am standing where I stood when I started!.  I haven’t had to change a single doctrine or belief from the day I started preaching.   I was a Bible believing Fundamentalist when I started and I am still a Bible believing Fundamentalist today.  I believe that when Dr. Fred Garland started the IFF at the Urban Street Baptist Church in Winston Salem North Carolina every one of the  members were Bible believing Fundamentalists.  They had met to encourage their brethren to Stick by the Stuff  in relationship to the great basic historic fundamentals of the Christian Faith. There was a need to do that then and there is a need to do that now.  We are living in a day of great apostasy with men and churches and whole denominations departing from the Faith.  1 Tim.4:1 Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;  

2 Tim.4:1-5  I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his    appearing and his kingdom;  Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;   And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.
1 Tim. 4:6 “If thou put the brethren in remembrance of these things, thou shalt be a good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished up in the words of faith and of good doctrine, whereunto thou hast attained.” 

The IFF (International Fellowship of Fundamentalists) which later became the IFFB (International Fellowship of Fundamental Baptists) was founded on the Fundamentals of the Faith.   

  The Bible is the Word of God

I know that Fred Garland believed that the Bible is the verbally inspired Word of God. I believe everyone that signed the membership card believed that the Bible is the verbally inspired Word of God and that it is our sole rule for Faith and practice.    I am afraid many put more faith in what some famous preacher says than what the Bible says.  2 Tim.2:15 “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.  

The Virgin Birth & Deity of Christ

I know that Fred Garland believed in the Virgin Birth and Deity of Christ.  Isa.7:14 “Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.”  (Matt.1:18-25)  
There is no question about that.  That’s what I believe.  That’s what I believed when I started and. that’s what I still believe today.

Salvation by Grace through Faith

Fred would always say “But by the grace of God I am what I am.”   Fred knew he had been saved by the grace of God,  Eph.2:8-9 “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.”  

That’s how I got saved, by the grace of God.  That’s what I believed when I got saved and that is what I believe now.   I am still standing where I stood when I started.

Repentance & Faith

I know that Fred Garland believed that sinners must repent of their sin and put their faith and trust in Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour.   John the Baptist believed that. Mk.1:4 “John did baptize in the  wilderness, and preach the baptism of repentance for the  remission of sins.”  Jesus Himself believed and preached that.      Mk 2:17 “When Jesus heard it, he saith unto them, They that are whole have no need of the physician, but they that are sick: I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.”   Lk.13:3 “I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.”   Jesus said that there in joy in heaven when sinners repent.         Luke 15:7 “I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just persons, which need no repentance.”  

Luke 24:46-48 “And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day: And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. And ye are witnesses of these things.”  

Acts 20:21 “Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.”  Acts 17:30 “And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every where to repent:”  How can anyone who believes the Bible deny that the Sinner must repent of the thing that condemns him, namely his sin?    I repented of my sins before I even knew I had to in order to be saved.  I was sorry that I had sinned against God and I wanted to be forgiven of my sins and delivered from them.    I had my fill of living in sin.    I wanted to live for God then and I still do.

    The Lordship of Christ

Dr. Garland believed in the Lordship of Christ over His own and I don't know of a single member of the IFF in those days that didn’t believe that.   Jesus is the Lord of every Christian   Every Christian is subject and accountable to Christ.  Christ has authority over us.   We are not our own.  We have been bought with a price. We belong to Jesus.   This is what Lordship is all about, who has authority over you and who you are subject to.   If Jesus is not your Lord he certainly is not your Saviour.   I have done some research and as far as I can tell no preacher that could in any way be classified as a Gospel preacher, whether he be Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterian, Nazarene, Assembly of God, Church of God...etc. ever preached that a sinner need not repent of his sin nor need not receive Christ as Lord and Saviour.   I have searched printed sermons by men in all these denominations.   All of them called upon the Sinner to repent of his sin and receive Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour.   Not one that I have read ever said, “You don’t need to repent of your sin.  You don’t have to   receive Christ as your Lord.    Just receive Him as your Saviour and you can decided later if you want Him as Lord.”  That was never put in print or preached from any pulpit that I am aware of until John R. Rice died and Dr. Curtis Hutson became editor of the Sword of the Lord.   Dr. Hutson took Dr. Jerry Falwell and his school to task in a sermon printed in the Sword for teaching that repentance was  “a change of mind that resulted in a change of direction and lifestyle.”  Dr. Hutson said that the Sinner need not repent of his sin to be saved.  He later printed a sermon in the Sword of the Lord calling Lordship Salvation a perversion of the Gospel.   He said that to insist that the Sinner repent of his sin and receive Christ as Lord was perverting the Gospel and preaching salvation by works.  Soon after Dr. Hutson’s sermons in the Sword Dr. Jack Hyles was preaching the same things and putting them in his books.   I challenge anyone to produce one sermon by any preacher prior to these cases that ever told a Sinner that he need not repent of his sin and he need not receive Christ as Lord..   Charles Haddon Spurgeon, D.L. Moody, Billy Sunday, Bob Jones Sr., G. Campbell Morgan, John R. Rice, they all preached  Repentance of sin and receiving Christ as Lord and Saviour.   Beloved, are we standing today where we stood when we started?     Or are some of us departing from the Faith?      

Dr. M.R. DeHaan said there are three evils under the sun.  A ship that flies no flag.  (You don’t know if it is a friend or a foe.)  A medicine bottle with no label, and a preacher that doesn’t make it clear what he believes and how he stands on vital issues.   I believe that it would do the cause of Christ a great service if every preacher would take an open stand on the great issues that divide us.  I am standing where I stood when I started!  Where are you standing?    

