GOD HAS A PLAN

I Cor.10:32 “Give non offence, neither to the Jews, nor to the gentiles, nor to the church of God.’

There are three peoples that God has special plans for, the Jews, the Gentiles and the Church of God.

The Jews

First of all the Jews.  The Jews are God’s Chosen people.        God chose them for specific purposes.  

Scofield Note:(Page.1206): (1)To witness to the unity of God in the midst of universal idolatry. (2) to illustrate to the nations  the blessedness of  serving the true God. (3) to receive, preserve, and transmit the Holy scriptures. (4) to produce, as to his humanity, the Messiah.   The Jewish Race began when called Abram who was a descendant of Shem, one of the three sons of Noah.  (Gen.11:10-32)    God established a Covenant of Grace with Abram in Genesis twelve.  Gen.12:1-3 “ Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy   kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto a land that I will shew thee: 2And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a    blessing: 3And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.”    

From Gen.12 all through the rest of the Old Testament God is dealing primarily with this one people, Abraham and his Seed.    Space forbids that I go into detail, except to say that the Promises and Covenants that God made were with Abraham, his son Isaac, his grandson Jacob (Israel) and with his twelve sons.   Abraham had another son named Ishmael by an Egyptian handmaid named Hagar, but God rejected him for he was not the son that God had promised to give Abraham and his wife Sarah in their old age.    Isaac also had another son named Esau beside Jacob, but again Jacob was the one God chose to be the heir through which he would accomplish his purpose of bringing into the world the Messiah.    From Genesis 12 through the book of Malachi God gives us the history of the Jewish Race up to that time.   The New Testament opens with the Virgin Birth of Jesus the Christ and Son of God.    The Gospel records of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John  record the life, ministry, death burial and resurrection of Christ.

John 1:11 “He came unto his own, and his own received him not.’      
When the Jews rejected and crucified Christ God temporarily set Israel aside. 

Daniel’s Seventy Weeks: Dan.9:24-27 “Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy. 25Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times. 26And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the people of the prince that shall come (Rome) shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are determined. 27And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.”

There are very few prophecies more important to God’s plan for the Jews than this prophecy of the Seventy Weeks.  This prophecy has to do with Israel and Jerusalem. “Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city.”   It has nothing to do with the Church.    Let me say that these are weeks of years not days.   70 weeks of years would be 490 years.    69 weeks of years (483) years from the commandment to restore and rebuild Jerusalem Messiah would be cut off (crucified). “the people of the prince that shall come (Rome) shall destroy the city and the sanctuary;”
This took place in 70AD when Titus the Roman general and his army conquered Jerusalem and destroyed the city and the temple and the Jews were scattered throughout the nations of the world where most of them are until this day.    God’s dealings with the Jews as a people ended at the crucifixion of Christ.   There is one more week of years yet to be fulfilled.   We will look at that alter.

The Gentiles

Next we will look at God’s Plan for the Gentiles.   The Gentile    nations descended from Japheth who was also one of the three sons of Noah. (Gen.10:1-20)  In the book of Daniel God reveals through           Nebuchadnezzar's dream the Commencement, Course, Character and Consummation of The Times of the Gentiles.   This refers to the period in history of Gentile World Dominion.    According to this dream there are to be five great world empires on earth.   Four of which are Gentile and one which will be Jewish.             Daniel reveals the king’s dream and the interpretation of it.  Dan.2:31-36 “Thou, O king, sawest, and behold a great image. This great image, whose brightness was excellent, stood before thee; and the form thereof was terrible. 32This image’s head was of fine gold, his breast and his arms of silver, his belly and his thighs of brass, 33His legs of iron, his feet part of iron and part of clay. 34Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out without hands, which smote the image upon his feet that were of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces. 35Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to pieces together, and became like the chaff of the summer threshingfloors; and the wind carried them away, that no place was found for them: and the stone that smote the image became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth. This is the dream; and we will tell the interpretation thereof before the king.”  
The Interpretation:
Dan.2:36-45 “This is the dream; and we will tell the interpretation thereof before the king. 37Thou, O king, art a king of kings: for the God of heaven hath given thee a kingdom, power, and strength, and glory. 38And wheresoever the children of men dwell, the beasts of the field and the fowls of the heaven hath he given into thine hand, and hath made thee ruler over them all. Thou art this head of gold. 39And after thee shall arise another kingdom inferior to thee, and another third kingdom of brass, which shall bear rule over all the earth. 40And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron: forasmuch as iron breaketh in pieces and subdueth all things: and as iron that breaketh all these, shall it break in pieces and bruise. 41And whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, part of potters’ clay, and part of iron, the kingdom shall be divided; but there shall be in it of the strength of the iron, forasmuch as thou sawest the iron mixed with miry clay. 42And as the toes of the feet were part of iron, and part of clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong, and partly broken.  43And whereas thou sawest iron mixed with miry clay, they shall mingle themselves with the seed of men: but they shall not cleave one to another, even as iron is not mixed with clay.  44And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever.   45Forasmuch as thou sawest that the stone was cut out of the mountain without hands, and that it brake in pieces the iron, the brass, the clay, the silver, and the gold; the great God hath made known to the king what shall come to pass hereafter: and the dream is certain, and the interpretation thereof sure.”
There are to be five world empires during the history of the world.  Four will be Gentile and one will be Jewish.

The Head of Gold:   Babylon
The first World wide Gentile Empire was the Babylonian Empire of Nebuchadnezzar .represented by the Head of Gold.
Breast and Arms of Silver:  Media Persia

The second Gentile Empire was the Media-Persian Empire represented by the Breast and Arms of Silver.
Belly and thighs of Brass: Greece

The third Gentile Empire was the Grecian Empire of Alexander the Great.
Legs of Iron: Rome

The fourth Gentile Empire was that of Rome with it’s Caesars.
Feet and Toes of part Iron and part Clay:  Revived Roman Empire

The Ten Toes part of Iron and part of Clay represents the revived Roman Empire under the Anti-Christ in the latter days.
The Smiting Stone:   The Millennial Kingdom of Christ
The Smiting Stone that becomes a mountain and fills the whole earth represents the Millennial Kingdom of Christ,  a Jewish Kingdom.
The Church

Finally let us look at God’s Plan for the Church.    God’s primary purpose in this dispensation is the take out of the Gentiles a people for his name.    This was revealed at the great Church counsel held in Jerusalem in the Book of Acts.  
Acts 15:12-18 “Then all the multitude kept silence, and gave audience to Barnabas and Paul, declaring what miracles and wonders God had wrought among the Gentiles by them. 13And after they had held their peace, James answered, saying, Men and brethren, hearken unto me: 14Simeon hath declared how God at the first (for the first time) did visit the Gentiles, to take out of them a people for his name. 15And to this agree the words of the prophets; as it is written, 16After this I will return, and will build again the tabernacle of David, which is fallen down; and I will build again the ruins thereof, and I will set it up: 17That the residue of men might seek after the Lord, and all the Gentiles, upon whom my name is called, saith the Lord, who doeth all these things. 18Known unto God are all his works from the beginning of the world.”

This taking out of the Gentiles a people for his name is synonymous with Christ building his church.                In the gospel according to Matthew Jesus declared his intention of building himself a Church.  
Matt.16:13-19 “When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am? 14And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets. 15He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? 16And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. 17And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. 18And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 19And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”

Daniel’s 70th Week

Let’s go back to Daniel’s 70th week.   This will be a climatic seven years for all God’s purposes for the Jews and the Gentiles and the Church will be fulfilled during Daniel’s 70th Week.
The Rapture

The Fullness of the Gentiles will come in at the Rapture.   The last member of the Body will be added to the Body of Christ and the Church will be complete.    Christ will come and get his Bride.   The Marriage of the Lamb will take place in heaven and God’s plan for the Church will be fulfilled.    
The Revelation
Seven years later after the Rapture Christ will return to earth with his Bride.   He will come on a white horse with the armies of heaven and destroy the Anti-Christ and his armies at Armageddon. (Rev.19:11-16)            The Times of the Gentile will end.   Gentile world dominion will cease.    Never again will there be a Gentile World Empire on earth.   The Jews will see Christ coming with the wounds in his hands, (Zech.13:6) 
Israel will repent of rejecting Christ at his first coming, (Zech.12:10)  
Israel will be converted (Zech.13:1; Rom.11:25-27)
 Israel will be exalted to the head of nations. (Deut.28:13)   
Christ will set up his kingdom on earth and reign for a thousand years sitting upon his father David’s throne in Jerusalem. (Lk.1:32-33; Zech.14:9 “
Time may be running out
Beloved, when I think of how close we might be to all of these things coming to pass it stirs my heart and soul.
We may be less than four years from the reign of Anti-Christ and the Great Tribulation.    During the first three and a half years of Daniel’s 70th Week there will be a false peace on earth.   The last half of the Week will be the Great tribulation.   When Israel refuses to worship the Beast and his Image the Anti-Christ will turn on Israel triggering the Abrahamic Covenant and twenty one catastrophic judgments will be unleashed against the Anti-Christ and his followers.    The Abrahamic Covenant (Gen.12:1-3) is still in effect.   It has never been rescinded, or revoked or revised.   Trust Christ as your Lord and Saviour and you will not go through this awful time on earth. I Thess,5:9 “For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to , but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ.”  
