Repentance in The Bible

It will be my purpose in this message to show you how repentance is used in the Bible and how essential repentance is to both the Salvation of the soul and in the life of the Child of God.  We will start in the Old Testament and see how repentance was used there.


 Repent and Return

Ex.13:17  “And it came to pass, when Pharaoh had let the people go, that God led them not through the way of the land of the Philistines, although that was near; for God said, Lest peradventure the people repent when they see war, and they return to Egypt:”  When God led the Children of Israel through the wilderness he did not lead them through the land of the Philistines lest they have war with the Philistines and repent, “change their minds”, and return to Egypt.   Here we see that to repent meant a change of mind that would lead to a change of directions.  Instead of going on to the Promised Land of Canaan they would change their minds and return to bondage in Egypt. To repent always involves a change of       direction. 

Repent of Sinful Self

Job 42:5-6 “I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth thee. Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes.”   When the Patriarch Job saw God he saw       himself a wicked sinner and repented of his sin in dust and ashes.   The same thing happened to Isaiah the year king Uzziah died.  Isa.6:1-5 “In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple.  2Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly. 3And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory.  4And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that cried, and the house was filled with smoke. 5Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone;  because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts.”   When Isaiah saw the holiness of the LORD he saw his own wickedness and sin and he  repented of his sin and was cleansed.  Isa.6:6-7 “Then flew one of the seraphims unto me, having a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with the tongs from off the altar:  7And he laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged.”

Turn From Idols

Ezk.14:6 “Therefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Repent, and turn yourselves from your idols; and turn away your faces from all your abominations.”    

Israel had degenerated into worshipping idols and God called upon them to quit their idolatry and worship him only.  Lk.4:8 “And Jesus answered and said unto him, Get thee behind me, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.”    While Moses was up on the mount Aaron and the people molded a Golden Calf and   began to worship it as the god that brought them out of Egyptian bondage.  Ex.20:1-6 “And God spake all these words, saying,  2I am the LORD thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.  3Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 4Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water   under the earth: 5Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me; 6And shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandments.”    Moses was irate when he returned to camp and saw and heard the people worshipping the Golden Calf.  Their idolatry had degenerated into debauchery and revelry with dancing and nakedness.   We are witnessing a lot of this today on TV with the Hollywood and Broadway productions called worship and praise.   The call of God today, like that of old, is to Repent. 

Repent of Transgressions

Ezk.18:30-32 “Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways, saith the Lord GOD. Repent, and turn yourselves from all your transgressions; so iniquity shall not be your ruin.  31Cast away from you all your transgressions, whereby ye have transgressed; and make you a new heart and a new spirit: for why will ye die, O house of Israel? 32For I have no pleasure in the death of him that dieth, saith the Lord GOD: wherefore turn yourselves, (repent) and live ye.”   

God judges the transgressions of his children.  Prov.13:15 “Good understanding giveth favour: but the way of transgressors is hard.”   When we overstep the boundaries of God’s law there will be chastisement.  We can avert the chastening hand of God by judging ourselves and repenting.  I Cor.11:31 “For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged. 32But when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with the world.”   I John 1:9 “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 

Repent and Believe

Mk.1:14-15 “Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, 15And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel.” 

Repentance and Faith are opposite sides of the same coin called Salvation.   They come together but they are not the same.   Surely you can tell the difference between the heads and the tails of a coin.   Repentance is turning away from sin, and Faith is turning to Christ for forgiveness and deliverance.   Repentance is no good without Faith, and Faith is no good without Repentance.  It  takes both simotainioisly.  Acts 20:20-21 “... I kept back nothing that was profitable unto you, but have shewed you, and have taught you publickly, and from house to house, 21Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.”   

Repentance toward God.  Faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.   We must receive him as our Lord.  We must receive him as our Saviour.  We must receive him as Christ, the Messiah, the anointed of God, God incarnate.  Acts 16:30-31 “... Sirs, what must I do to be saved? 31And they said, Believe on the Lord    Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.” 

Paul reminded the Saints at Thessalonica what kind of reception they had given to the Gospel he had preached unto them. I Thess.1:6-10 “And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord, having received the word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost: 7So that ye were ensamples to all that believe in Macedonia and Achaia. 8For from you sounded out the word of the Lord not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place your faith to God-ward is spread abroad; so that we need not to speak any thing. 9For they themselves shew of us what manner of entering in we had unto you, and how ye turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God; 10And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath to come.” 

They had turned to God (that is Faith) from idols (that is repentance) to serve the living and true God (that’s the fruit and evidence of the genuineness of their conversion.

 Repent and be Converted

Acts 3:19 “Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord;”   Do you want to be converted?   Repent of your sin and you will be converted.  God will convert you from a Sinner to a Saint, from the Kingdom of Darkness to the Kingdom of Light, from death to life.   You will be changed.  II Cor.5:17 “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are    become new.”   If there is no change there is no conversion.    The old Country Preacher told his Sunday morning congregation “If you still is, what you was, you aint.”    True repentance will always bear fruit in a changed life.

Repent of Wickedness

Acts 8:22-23 “Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee. For I perceive that thou art in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity.”   Simon the sorcerer is being called to repent of his wickedness.   Wickedness is moral filth, vile, villany, evil, perverseness.  To repent of wickedness is to turn from and quit your wickedness.   The old Methodist Preacher Sam Jones used to preach a sermon he titled “Quit Your Meanness”.   If you do not quit your wickedness you have not repented of it.   Simon the   sorcerer coveted the power to lay hands on people that they might receive the Holy Ghost so that he could make merchandise of the gift.  Acts 8:20-23 “But Peter said unto him, Thy money perish with thee, because thou hast thought that the gift of God may be purchased with money. 21Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter: for thy heart is not right in the sight of God. 22Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee. 23For I perceive that thou art in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of  iniquity.

Repent and Turn to God

Acts 26:19-20 “Whereupon, O king Agrippa, I was not disobedient unto the heavenly vision: 20But shewed first unto them of Damascus, and at Jerusalem, and throughout all the coasts of Judaea, and then to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, and do works meet for repentance.”

The Gentiles were traveling the Broad Road to destruction.  God was calling them to turn around and go the other way, the Straight and Narrow Way to life.   They were to turn to God for forgiveness and the salvation of their souls.  They were to evidence their repentance by doing good works to the glory of God..   . 

Repent and Do The First Works

Rev.2:5 “Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent.”   The Church at Ephesus had “left their first love” and Christ was calling on them to come back to that first burning love for their Saviour and Lord.  Remember, Repent and Repeat is the way back.   

Repent or Else

Rev.2:16-17 “Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will fight against them with the sword of my mouth. 17He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches;”   Repent or suffer the consequences.  Repent or Christ will fight against you instead of fighting for you.    
Repent of Thy Deeds

Rev.2:22 “Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and them that   commit adultery with her into great tribulation, except they   repent of their deeds.”   In the book of Romans God gave up on those who gave up on him.  He turned them over to reprobate minds to do that which was evil.  Rom.1:18-32 Repent or Christ will turn you over to the Devil for the destruction of the flesh that the spirit may be saved.  I Cor.5:3-5 “For I verily, as absent in body, but present in spirit, have judged already, as though I were present, concerning him that hath so done this deed,  4In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when ye are gathered  together, and my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ, 5To deliver such an one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.” 

 A Solemn Warning   

Those who say that a Lost Sinner need not repent of their sins pervert the saving Gospel of Christ.   They wrest the scriptures to their own destruction and the destruction of those who believe their lie.   They preach another Gospel, which is not another, and come under the anathema of God.  Gal.1:6-12 “I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: 7Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ. 8But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other   gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. 9As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have        received, let him be accursed. 10For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ. 11But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man. 12For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ.”

I call upon all my preacher brethren to consider the things that I write.  Examine your own preaching to determine if you are guilty of watering down the saving Gospel of Christ by failing to call the Lost Sinner to Repentance and presenting Christ to them as Lord as well as Saviour.  To make Christ Lord is to submit to his authority over you and become subject and accountable to him.  Lordship is not sinless perfection as some preach and teach.   None of us are perfect but as Lord Christ has the right to chasten and correct us.   We are not our own.  We have been redeemed  by the blood of the Lamb.  We belong to him. I Cor.6:19-20 What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? 20For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s.” 

Five Steps in Genuine Bible Repentance

There are five clear cut steps to genuine Bible repentance.

An Awareness of Sin:

First of all a person needs to be made aware of their sin.    God uses several means to make men aware of their sin.  He uses the Ten Commandments to show us our sin.   Rom.3:20 “For by the law is the knowledge of sin.”    He uses the Bible, the Holy Scriptures, the Word of God to make men aware of their sin.   He also uses the Holy Spirit.  John 16:8 “And when he (the Holy Spirit) is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment:”  
(2)An Admittance of Sin:

God insists that each of us admit first of all to ourselves, and then to God that we are sinners.   

Lk.18:13 “God be merciful to me a sinner.”  Isa.6:5 “Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a  people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts.”  

(3)An Abhorrence of Sin:

Ps.38:18 “For I will declare mine iniquity; I will be sorry for my sin.”       Job 42:5-6 “I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth thee.  Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes.”                  II Cor.7:9-10 “Now I rejoice, not that ye were made sorry, but that ye sorrowed to repentance: for ye were made sorry after a godly manner, that ye might receive damage by us in nothing. For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death.”  

4)An Abandonment of Sin:

Isa.55:7 “Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.”    I Thess.1:9-10 “ye turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God and to wait for his Son from heaven…”

5)An Abstinence of Sin:

Ps.85:8 “I will hear what God the LORD will speak: for he will speak peace unto his people, and to his saints: but let them not turn again to folly.”     We are not like the sow that was washed who returns to her wallowing in the mire.   II Cor.7:10 “. For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death.”  

Illustrations of Repentance

The Prodigal Son:

Lk.15:17-20 “And when he came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my father's have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before thee,  And am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy hired        servants.  And he arose, and came to his father…” 

“He came to himself”…he said “I will arise”… “And he arose and came to his father…”    

The Parable of the Two Sons:

Matt.21:28-32 “But what think ye? A certain man had two sons; and he came to the first, and said, Son, go work to day in my vineyard. He answered and said, I will not: but afterward he repented, and went.  And he came to the second, and said likewise. And he answered and said, I go, sir: and  went not.  Whether of them twain did the will of his father? They say unto him, The first. Jesus saith unto them, Verily I say unto you, That the publicans and the harlots go into the kingdom of God before you. For John came unto you in the way of righteousness, and ye believed him not: but the publicans and the harlots believed him: and ye, when ye had seen it, repented not afterward, that ye might believe him.”  

“...He repented and went”…like the Prodigal Son who “...arose and came to his father...” forsaking the hog pen.   Their change of mind resulted in a change of action.         They had fruits meet for repentance.       

How about YOU?

Have you repented of your sin and received Christ as your Lord and Saviour?   If not do it now and Christ will save you!  

.    

