Why Study Prophecy

II Pet.1:12-21 “Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance of these things, though ye know them, and be established in the present truth. 13Yea, I think it meet, as long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir you up by putting you in remembrance; 14Knowing that shortly I must put off this my tabernacle, even as our Lord Jesus Christ hath shewed me. 15Moreover I will endeavour that ye may be able after my       decease to have these things always in remembrance. 16For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17For he received from God the Father honour and glory, when there came such a voice to him from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 18And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were with him in the holy mount. 19We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts: 20Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. 21For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.”  

The future is a “dark place” for we humans.   None of us can perfectly predict the future or what lies ahead from one day to the other.  As someone once said “The best laid plans of mice and men oft time go astray.”         But God has given us a Search Light that illumines the “Dark Place”  The Prophetic Scriptures are that light.   In these studies we are going to deal with Prophecy.

What is Prophecy?

Prophecy has to do with the future.   Prophecy is a prediction of future events.  Prophecy is History written in advance.   Prophecy is tomorrow’s newspaper today.    In both the Old and New Testaments some books are almost entirely prophetic, that is they deal with future events.  Much of the great prophetic chapter of Isaiah 53 treat the things that are prophesied as already having come to pass though it was written seven hundred years before their fulfillment.   The first mention of a coming Redeemer was a Prophetic declaration that would not come to pass for four thousands years  Gen.3:15 “And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.” 
In fact approximately one-fourth of the whole Bible was  prophecy when written. Many hundreds of these prophecies have been literally fulfilled, others are being fulfilled in our time and day, and there are hundreds of prophecies that will be fulfilled in God’s time. The fact that every prophecy having to do with the first coming of Christ have been fulfilled literally in the minutest detail, gives us confidence and faith to believe that all the second coming prophecies will likewise come to pass.   Peter tells us that  “We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts:” (II Pet.1:19)  On the Emmaus Road Jesus said to two of his disciple, O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have written.” (Luke 24:25)  
Fulfilled Prophecy Proves the Inspiration of the Scriptures and the Bible

There is no greater proof of the inspiration, validity, authority, and trustworthiness of the Bible than fulfilled prophecy.  A mathematician  figured it out that there was one chance in 87 plus 93 zeros that the Bible could be right on the basis of guess alone.  Those are pretty high odds wouldn’t you say.  When I read the prophecies of the Bible and then read of their literal fulfillment hundreds of years later, I know that the Bible is the infallible, inspired Word of God.   II Pet.1:21 “For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.”  II Tim.3:16  “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is      profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.”

Read note #2 on page 1318 in the Scofield Bible.

Prophecy Reveals the Omniscience, Omnipotence and Sovereignty of God  

Fulfilled prophecy reveals the Omniscience, Omnipotence and Sovereignty of Almighty God.    God had a plan from the beginning and He is working His plan to perfection.

Isa.46:9-11 “Remember the former things of old: for I am God, and there is none like me, Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure;I have spoken it; I will also bring it to pass: I have purposed it, I will also do it.”

This is one of the greatest passages in the Bible.   The Omniscient God had a plan from the beginning and He has the Omnipotence to perform His plan and no one can deter, hinder, delay, or stop Him from completing His purpose.  Christ was the Lamb slain from before the foundation of the world.  I Pet,1:18-20 “Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; 19But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and  without spot: 20Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you,

Rev.13:8 “ And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.”

God has a Plan for the Jews, the Gentiles & the Church

I Cor.10:32 “Give none offence, neither to the Jews, nor to the gentiles, nor to the church of God.”    
God has revealed His Plan for these three Groups in the Prophetic Scriptures.     If you want to know how things are going to turn out for the Jews, read the Bible.  If you want to know what the future of the Gentile Nations is, read the Bible.    If you want to know what the future of the Church is, read the Bible.    It is all there in black and white and it will all come to pass exactly as God planned it.     

Prophecy Comforts, Assures, and brings Peace to Hearts of God’s People

While we are living in a day when men’s hearts are failing them for fear of those things that are coming to pass on the earth, God wants His People to have calm Assurance.    We can read the Last Chapter and know how it all turns out.  It is great to know  we are on the “Winning Side”.  The future for the Child that of God is as bright as the Promises of God!   Luke 12:32 “Fear not little flock; for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.”

Prophecy Promotes Holy Living

Through the Prophetic Scriptures we learn that Jesus is coming again in the Rapture and that His immanent coming is the “Blessed Hope” of the Believer.    Titus 2:11-14  “For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lust, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world. Looking for that blessed hope, and (even) the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people,  zealous of good works.”

I John 3:2-3 “Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doeth not yet appear what we shall be, but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.”

Every person who truly believes that Jesus could come at any moment and are looking for him will purify themselves and live soberly, righteously, and godly lives in this present evil world.

The example of Enoch. (Gen.5:18-24)”And Jared lived an hundred sixty and two years, and he begat Enoch: 19And Jared lived after he begat Enoch eight hundred years, and begat sons and daughters: 20And all the days of Jared were nine hundred sixty and two years: and he died. 21And Enoch lived sixty and five years, and begat Methuselah: 22And Enoch walked with God after he begat Methuselah three hundred years, and begat sons and daughters: 23And all the days of Enoch were three hundred sixty and five years: 24And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took him.  God revealed to Enoch that when Methuselah died the flood would come.  From the day Methuselah was born Enoch walked with God so as to be ready.
Prophecy Promotes Soul Winning & Revival

In the light of our Lord’s immanent return we don’t have “Four Months” to win our loved ones to Christ.       We must win them while it is day, the night cometh when no man can work. After Jesus comes we will have no more opportunity to witness to and bring folk to Jesus.  Today is the day of salvation.  Those who believe in the imminent return of Christ are the ones who are living right and seeking the salvation of lost souls and are praying as John prayed on the isle of Patmos, “Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” (Rev.22:20)
