Life’s Great Choices

I want to talk to you today about some of the great Choices that men must make in their lives.   Beloved, Life is full of choices. God has Sovereignly ordained it that man must constantly be making choices all throughout his lifetime and God’s Word makes it clear that God holds man accountable for the choices that he makes. Make a right choice and you will be blessed. Make the wrong choice and you must suffer the consequences of your wrong choice. There is a lot that we could say about the choices that man must make in his lifetime, but in this message I want us to concentrate on four of the main choices that we find in the Bible.

THE CHOICE CONCERNING SALVATION

First of all there is the choice concerning Salvation. It is a choice between Life and Death.   A choice that will determine where an individual will spend all eternity either in Heaven or in Hell.   God sets this choice squarely before man in the Old Testament book of Deuteronomy. Deut.30:19 “I call heaven and earth to     record this day against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose life, that both thou and thy seed may live.”    The choice could not be plainer. You may choose Life, or you may choose death. The choice is yours to make.  No one can make it for you. It is the most important of all the choices that man must make in his lifetime. The choice cannot be evaded.    You MUST make it, and you must make it for yourself.   Make the right choice and you will live. Choose Life by choosing Christ. Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life, no man cometh unto he Father, but by me.” 

I John 5:11-1“And this is the record, that God hath given to us     eternal life, and this life is in his Son.  He that hath the Son hath life: and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life.”   If you choose Jesus God will give you eternal life.  He will give you eternal and everlasting life. John 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”   Everlasting Life is life that lasts forever. Eternal Life is the very Life of God Himself, the Life that was, is, and always will be. It is Life as Eternal as God Himself.   To choose Jesus and Life is the most intelligent and wise choice that a person could ever make. On the other hand to reject Jesus and refuse to allow Him to come into your heart and life is to choose death and is the most foolish and damning choice that one could ever make. When Christ came the first time many made this deadly choice. John 1:10-11 “He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not.  He came unto his own, and his own received him not.”     Christ came to God's Chosen People, the Jewish people and nation, but they did not receive Him.   On the contrary they rejected and crucified Him on the Old Rugged Cross.  They made a bad choice. It cost them their never dying souls.   Those who rejected Jesus eventually died in their sins and went to hell. That is where YOU will go if you choose to reject Jesus and die in your sins. John 8:21-24 “Then said Jesus again unto them, I go my way, and ye shall seek me, and shall die in your sins: whither I go ye cannot come...I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins.”     Not to choose Jesus is to choose Death. Not to choose Jesus is to choose Hell. Not to choose Jesus is the worse choice you could ever make. What choice have you made? God is bringing this all-important choice before you today, perhaps for the last and final time.  O, I beg you, “Choose Life, that both thou and thy seed may live.” Your choice will not only affect you but it will affect those you love, your family and your friends, those who know and love you. Choose Christ today and seek to bring your loved one to the Savior too!

THE CHOICE CONCERNING GOD'S WILL
Then there is the choice between the Way of the World, and the way of God's Will for your life. This is illustrated in the life of Moses. Heb.11: 24-26 “By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter: Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season. Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt; for he had respect unto the recompense of the reward.”    Moses was confronted with a choice. On the one hand he had been raised in the palace of Pharaoh as the son of Pharaoh's daughter. He was next in line to the throne of Egypt. Choose the way of the world and he would one-day rule one of the greatest empires of history.   On the other hand he was also raised by his real mother who was an Hebrew slave recruited to be nursemaid to the baby Moses when he was found by Pharaoh's daughter in his little ark of bulrushes in the Nile River. No doubt Moses' mother had told him who he really was and that he was a proper child and that God had great plans for him to deliver his people from the bondage of Egypt. He could choose Egypt and the Throne, or he could choose to suffer affliction with his and God's people and trust God for the consequences. Moses chose to go with God and with God's     people! He made the right choice. When you choose to be what God wants you to be and do what God wants you to do and go where God wants you to go, you have always made the right choice. To choose God's will for your life is always the right choice. You may have to pay a high price to be in the will of God, but it will always be worth it.
THE CHOICE: THE GOOD OR THE BEST
Then there is the choice between the Good or the Best. There is a Good Life and there is the Best Life. Mary the sister of Martha and Lazarus chose the Best. The story is recorded in the Gospel of Luke that illustrates the point I am trying to make.  

Luke 10:38-42 “Now it came to pass, as they went, that he entered into a certain village; and a certain woman named Martha received him into her house. And she had a sister called Mary, which also sat at Jesus' feet and heard his word.  But Martha was cumbered about much serving, and came to him, and said, Lord, doest thou not care that my sister hath left me to serve alone? bid her therefore that she help me.  And Jesus answered and said unto her, Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many things: But one thing is needful: and Mary hath CHOSEN that good part, which shall not be taken away from her.”    Martha had chosen to serve. That is good.  To serve Jesus is good.  Let us not take anything away from   Martha who chose to serve her Lord and Saviour. But Mary had chosen something better. In fact she had chosen the Best thing of all.  She had chosen to sit at Jesus' feet and worship him and hear His word. The Scriptures say that we are to “Worship the Lord thy God and him only shalt thou serve.”  Worship comes before Service. When we fail to Worship our Lord before we Serve Him, our Service will be in the flesh, and will therefore be unacceptable. It will be wood, hay and stubble. One of my favorite Gospel Hymns is “Brethren, we have met to worship, and adore the Lord our God.”  That great hymn goes on to say, “All is vain unless the Spirit of the Holy One comes down, Brethren pray, and holy manna shall be showered all around.”   When I Worship God I know that I am  laying up treasures in heaven as Jesus and Paul encouraged us to do. I know I have made the right choice and I am constantly encouraging those I love and anyone else who will listen to me to make the choice that I have made. The songwriters have expressed my feeling perfectly when they in said, “I will serve Thee, because I love Thee.  Thou hast given life to me.  I was nothing, before you found me.  You have given life to me.” And again “The longer I serve Him, the sweeter He grows.  The More that I love Him, the more love He bestows. Each day is like Heaven, my heart overflows, the longer I serve Him the sweeter He grows.”    I could not have said it better. I serve Jesus because I love Him and the longer I serve him the sweeter He grows. He brings a little bit of what heaven must be into my life each day. What He has done in my life He can and will do in yours and those you love. O my dear brother, sister, let us fall at our blessed Savior’s feet and worship Him today. Tell Him you love him with all your heart and soul!   Tell Him He means more to you than anything or anyone in the whole world!  Let us give Him the love and the praise and the worship that He alone deserves.

THE CHOICE OF SERVICE
I hope you haven't got the idea that service is unimportant by my emphasis on Worship. Let me say again, Service is good and service is very important indeed. But it must come only after we have acceptably Worshipped. We chose to serve like we chose to worship.  Neither happens by accident. We Worship on purpose and we Serve on purpose. The choice of service is brought out beautifully in the challenge of Joshua.

Joshua 24:14-15  “Now therefore fear the Lord, and serve him in  sincerity and in truth; and put away the gods which your fathers served on the other side of the flood, and in Egypt; and serve ye the Lord.  And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose you this day whom you will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.”  Joshua and his family chose to serve the LORD. Others may have chosen not to serve the LORD. Joshua and his family made a wise choice. A choice that I am sure brought them great peace of heart and mind, much happiness and joy, and a great future reward.   The reason I say this is that these are the things that my own choice to serve the Lord has brought into my heart and life.  I realized what Jesus said was true.  Matt.6:24  “No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.”  I realized that I had to make a choice. I made it.  I chose to serve God.  My choices have brought great peace to my heart soul.  I prayer that you will make the same choices that I, and many others, have made.
