Hide Thyself-Shew Thyself

I Kings 17:1-6 “...hide thyself…”    I Kings 18:1-2 “...shew thyself…”

(Lk.11:5-10)     Over the years I have discovered that we can not only learn vital lessons from the great PROCLAMATIONS of Scripture, but we can also learn from the great PRINCIPLES upon which God deals with men.  There are great Principles upon which God deals with men, especially with His Servants. It is a Principle of God that before God uses a man in any   significant way publicly; He must first prepare him for the task he is to perform. Before God exposes a man in the Public Eye He will first get him alone in a Private Place to groom him for the job. God must first reveal Himself TO us before He can reveal  Himself THRU us.   A man must Know God himself before he can make God Known to others. We must Get the Bread before we can Give the Bread to the hungry of heart. must first Bless us before He can Make us a Blessing to others.  This principle is found throughout the  entire Bible.

The Prophet Elijah

I Kings 17:1-4 “And Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the inhabitants of Gilead, said unto Ahab, As the LORD God of Israel  liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, but according to my word. And the word of the LORD came unto him, saying, Get thee hence, and turn thee eastward, and hide thyself by the brook Cherith, that is before Jordan. And it shall be, that thou shalt drink of the brook; and I have commanded the ravens to feed thee there. So he went and did according unto the word of the LORD: for he went and dwelt by the brook Cherith, that is before Jordan. And the ravens brought him bread and flesh in the morning, and bread and flesh in the evening: and he drank of the brook.”

God must first say to His prophet, “Hide Thyself”.  God would first prove to His Servant that He was sufficient at all times, good times and bad, feast and famine, in every  situation and circumstance. God would supply His Servant both Food and Water even during a severe time of famine.  Elijah knew when God told him to “Shew Thyself” in I Kings 18:1 that he could count on God when he stands before Ahab the king and before the false Prophets of Baal.  Brother, you’d better know that God has called you and sent you before you begin to “Shew Thyself”.  If you don’t “Hide Thyself” before you “Shew Thyself” you will surely “Show Yourself”.  If God has called and sent you, you can count on God to go with you!  Elijah had the courage to stand before the king and challenge 850 False Prophets, confident that God was with him.    
Elisha, the Protégé of Elijah

Elisha was the protégé of Elijah.  He had been called as a young man plowing with a yoke of oxen. I Kings 19:19-21 “So he departed thence, and found Elisha the son of Shaphat, who was  plowing with twelve yoke of oxen before him, and he with the twelfth: And Elijah passed by him, and cast his mantle upon him. And he left the oxen, and ran after Elijah, and said, Let me, I pray thee, kiss my father and my mother, and then I will follow thee, And he said unto him, Go back again: for what have I done to thee? And he returned back from him, and took a yoke of oxen, and slew them, and boiled their flesh with the instruments of the oxen, and gave unto the people, and they did eat. Then he arose, and went after Elijah, and ministered unto him.”     

Elisha served in obscurity ministering unto Elijah until the day God took Elijah to heaven in a chariot of fire and a whirlwind.   On that day Elisha followed Elijah to Gilgal, and on to Bethel, and then Jericho, and on across the Jordan River.   

II Kings 2:8-9 “And Elijah took his mantle, and wrapped it together, and smote the waters, and they were divided hither and thither, so they two went over on dry ground. And it came to pass when they were gone over, that Elijah said unto Elisha, Ask what I shall do for thee, before I be taken away from thee. And Elisha said, I pray thee, let a double  portion of thy spirit be upon me.”   Elisha got his request and during his ministry he performed exactly twice as many miracles as did Elijah. God hid Elisha, then He shewed him.
Moses, the Great Deliverer

This is the same principle that God employed in the case of Moses, the great Deliverer of His Chosen People Israel from Egyptian bondage.  Moses spent his first forty years in the palace as the son of Pharaoh’s daughter.  No doubt his nursemaid mother had told him who he really was and that he was the answer to his people’s prayers for deliverance. One day Moses slew an Egyptian who was mistreating one his Hebrew brethren.        He tried to “Shew Himself” before he had “Hid Himself” and it just didn’t work.   He got into trouble with Pharaoh because of this and even his own people didn’t understand who he was. (Acts 7:22-37)  Moses fled Egypt for fear of Pharaoh and God “Hid Him” on the backside of the Midian Desert for the next forty years grooming him for his momentous task.  Ex.3:1 “Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father in law, the priest of Midian: and he led the flock to the backside of the desert, and came to the mountain of God, even to Horeb.”   At the end of the forty years God called Moses from the Burning Bush to go before Pharaoh and deliver God’s ultimatum to “Let My People go.” Moses then spend the next forty years of his life leading the Children of Israel out of bondage, across the Red Sea, through the Wilderness to Sinai where he received the Law from God. He had “Hid Himself” for forty years and then he could “Shew Himself” for the next forty years.   (Ex.3:2) (Deut.34:8) (Acts 7:22-37) Read these important      passage.

David, the Shepherd King

David is another prime example of God’s principle of Hiding Men before Shewing them.  David spent a great amount of time caring for his father Jesse’s flocks.  Hid in the Judean hills with no eye watching him but God’s, God was preparing the young David for the momentous task of Shepherding His People Israel as their King.  What David learned tending his father Jesse’s flock prepared him for tending God’s Flock. He had slain a lion and a bear that attempted to prey upon his father’s sheep, so God could send him to slay the Philistine giant Goliath.  In slaying Goliath he won the hearts of God’s People and they began to sing, Saul hath slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands."              I Sam.18:7)
John the Baptist, Forerunner of Messiah There are so many more. Take John the Baptist for example.  He spent most of his life in obscurity before God unleashed him upon the nation.    Lk.1:80 “And the child grew and waxed strong in spirit, and was in the desert until the day of his shewing unto Israel.”  John was a Bright and Shining Light for God and according to Jesus, of those born of women there has never been a greater than John the Baptist.                                                    
Jesus, the Redeemer Himself
Amazing as it may appear God even Hid His Son in almost total obscurity for the first thirty years of His life; with the single exception His trip to Jerusalem and the Temple when He was twelve years old.  He was Hid for thirty years, in a carpenter’s shop but when it came time to Shew Him to Israel and the world, my, how he did Shew Himself.  He Shewed Himself to be Emmanuel (God with us), the Messiah, the Lord and Saviour.

The Early Christians
Christ hid the early Christians in the Upper Room for ten days before He shewed them to the Nation and World on the Day of Pentecost.  But when He did shew them, in just a few months time they were able to “Fill Jerusalem with their Doctrine”, and in the years to come “Turn the World up-side-down” for Christ. 
The Apostle Paul

The great Apostle Paul was hid by God after his conversion at the Damascus gate for three years in Arabia before shewing him to the World as the great Missionary Evangelist. Few men have been able to change the world, as has the  Apostle Paul. He wrote thirteen, and maybe fourteen, books of the New Testament. He blazed a Gospel Trail all across Asia and Europe leaving  Converts and Churches to spread the Gospel even unto this day.    We have the Gospel today because of the ministry of this man.

Today’s Evangelists, Pastors, Missionaries

It is no different today. God is still “Hiding Men” before He “Shews” them.  He hides them in their Prayer Closets…in their Studies with an open Bibles…in Bible Schools receiving training and discipline…in an Associate Ministry after graduation…in a small Country Church learning the ropes.  God’s Missionaries are Hid in Bible Schools for several years, Deputation for two or more years after that, and then Language School before they go to the field. O Beloved, Hide Thyself, and some day God may say “Shew Thyself”.  
Prayer

Dear Lord, Let us Hide Ourselves in Thee before we attempt to Shew  Ourselves to the world as your Ambassadors. Let us Hide ourselves in our  Closets of Prayer, in our Studies with an Open Bible. Help us to Tarry until we know we are Filled with Thy Spirit and endued with power from on high, and then let us Shew Ourselves as Redeemed, Transformed, Children of God and Ambassadors for Christ!  Amen! 

