The Lordship of Christ

Philip. 2:5-11 “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.  Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name:  That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”  

Jesus Christ is Lord!    That’s who Jesus Christ is, He is Lord.   663 times in the New Testament alone Jesus is called Lord.    He is only called Saviour 33 times.    Jesus is Lord of Heaven and Earth.   He is Lord of Angels, of Cherubim and Seraphim.   He is Lord of Creation.   Winds and Waves obey his voice.   He was Lord of the Prophets. He was Lord at His birth.   Lk.2:11 “For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.”      He is Lord of Life and Death.     There will come a day in which every knee will bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.    For some it will be too late.  

Lordship Salvation

Several years ago, more than two decades now, a great controversy broke out among Bible believing Fundamentalists over the issue of Lordship Salvation.   Some of the leaders in Fundamentalism began to preach that a Sinner need not Repent of their sin and need not receive Jesus Christ as their Lord in order to be saved.    As I began to analyze their teaching on the matter of Lordship I realized that their problem was that they equated Lordship with sinless perfection.   They would say, “Was Christ Lot’s Lord when he lived in Sodom and was he Peter’s Lord when he followed afar off and warmed his hands at the devil’s fire and swore with an oath that he knew not the Man and was not one of his disciples?”     There answer was, “Of course not.  They both were sinning against Christ and God and of course Christ was not there Lord.”    But they were wrong in their reasoning for Lordship has nothing to do with sinless perfection.   Lordship simply has to do with who has authority over you, who you are subject to, and who you must give account to.    Even the best Christians sin against their Lord and are dealt with by him.   1 John 1:8-10 “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.   If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us”      John uses the personal pronoun in these verses 13 times.    John is saying we Christians can and do sin against our Lord.     But he holds us accountable when we do and we must confess our sins and forsake them or else he will deal with us concerning them.     Heb.12:5-8 “And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto children, My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him:  For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.  If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not? But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons.” 

Every Picture and Type of Salvation in the Bible Pictures Lordship Salvation 

God has given us picture after picture and type after type of Salvation in the Bible and every one of them teach  Lordship Salvation.

SONSHIP  PICTURES  LORDSHIP
When a Sinner gets saved they are Born Again into the Family of God and become a Child of God.        As a Son or Daughter of God we are subject to, and accountable to, our Heavenly Father.                       Eph.6:1 “Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right.”    But what if a Child disobeys their father, are they no longer a son.   Do they forfeit  their membership in the family?     Of course not.     They remain a son, but there may be “Blood shed in the Wood shed.”  

CITIZENSHIP  PICTURES  LORDSHIP
When a person is saved they become citizens of the Kingdom of God (Phil.3:20) and therefore become subject and accountable to the Laws of the Kingdom.    But what if they break one of the laws?   
Are they no longer citizens?   Do they forfeit their citizenship?  Of course not, but they may have to pay a fine or even go to jail.

THE MARRIAGE RELATIONSHIP PICTURES LORDSHIP:    When a person gets saved in this dispensation they become a part of the Bride to be of Christ.     Brides and Wives are subject to their husbands.  Eph.5:22-24 “Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body. Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in every thing.”   But what if a wife is not subject to her husband.   Does she cease to be his wife?     No, but there will be trouble in the marriage.

THE MILITARY RELATIONSHIP PICTURES LORDSHIP    Christians are Soldiers of the Cross and as soldiers they are subject and accountable to the Commander in Chief.   II Tim. 2:3 “Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.”     Sometimes soldiers disobey orders and when they do they may have to spend some time in the guard house but they are still in the army.   

THE POTTER-CLAY RELATIONSHIP 

PICTURES  LORDSHIP 

The Potter owns the Clay and can do with it what he will.  Beloved, that is Lordship.

REDEMPTION  PICTURES  LORDSHIP 

I Pet.1:18-19 “Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain  conversation received by tradition from your fathers; But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:”    To Redeem means to “Purchase by Paying a Price”.              1 Cor.6:19-20 “What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.”     

THE SHEPHERD-SHEEP RELATIONSHIP   PICTURES LORDSHIP    

John 10:27 “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:”    But what happens when a sheep wanders away from the flock. The Good Shepherd leaves the ninety and nine and goes after the one that is lost and brings him back into the fold.  He still belonged to the Shepherd even when he was straying in the wilderness.      

CHRIST AS THE HEAD OF THE CHURCH PICTURES LORDSHIP
Eph.5:23-24 “...Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body. Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in every thing.    The Church is subject unto Christ the Head of the Church.

Plenty of Scriptural Proof

There may be other pictures and illustrations of Lordship Salvation but I believe these are sufficient to prove beyond a shadow of doubt that Lordship Salvation is not Sinless Perfection but accountability and subjection to our Blessed Saviour.     Jesus Christ is our Lord and Saviour.   

Jesus Claimed to be The Lord of All Christians

John 13:13 “Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am.”    Luke 6:46 “And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?”       (Matt.7:21-23)

What must I do to be saved?

The Philippian Jailor asked the most important question a person could ever ask. Acts 16:30 “...Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”  Paul and Silas answered, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.”  

