Moving Heaven and Earth

I am sure the name R.G. Letourneau rings a bell with many of you.    R.G. Letourneau was a mechanical genius who designed and manufactured some of the greatest earth moving equipment ever made.  He owned plants in Peoria, Illinois and in Longview Texas.  He was also a dedicated Spirit-filled soul winning Christian.  For many years he hosted one of the leading Conferences on Revival and Soul Winning in Taccoa, Georgia.    He was one of the most  generous givers to  the work of the Lord purportedly giving 90 % of his vast income to the Lord’s Work.  When his biography was written it was titled “Moving Heaven and Earth”.  This is the title of my message today, “Moving Heaven and Earth”   The message will be about a man named Jacob whose name was changed by God to Israel.

The History of Jacob

Jacob was a son of Isaac, and a grandson of Abraham.     We have all heard of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  Jacob was a twin.   His twin brother’s name was Esau.  Jacob was the father of twelve sons that became the heads of the twelve tribes of  Israel.   Jacob bought his brother Esau’s birthright for a mess of pottage.   Later, along with his mother Rebekah, he deceived his old blind father Isaac and stole the Blessing to go along with the Birthright. Fearing reprisal from his brother Jacob fled from home.  His first night away from home he fell off to a fitful sleep and dreamed a dream in which he saw a ladder set up on earth with the angels of God ascending and descending upon it.  He was convinced that God had been in that place and he named it Bethel, the House of God.  Gen.28:16-22 “And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, Surely the LORD is in this place; and I knew it not.  And he was afraid, and said, How dreadful is this place! this is none other but the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.  And Jacob rose up early in the morning, and took the stone that he had put for his pillows, and set it up for a pillar, and poured oil upon the top of it.  And he called the name of that place Bethel: but the name of that city was called Luz at the first.  And Jacob vowed a vow, saying, If God will be with me, and will keep me in this way that I go, and will give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on,  So that I come again to my father's house in peace; then shall the LORD be my God:  And this stone, which I have set for a pillar, shall be God's house: and of all that thou shalt give me I will surely give the tenth unto thee.”  

Jacob was saved that morning and he continued his flight from home. Gen.29:1 “Then Jacob went on his journey, and came into the land of the people of the east.”    Jacob spent the next twenty years at Haran with his uncle Laban, marrying wives and raising a family.   After twenty years God called Jacob back to Bethel and back home.  Gen.31:13 “I am the God of Bethel, where thou anointedst the pillar, and where thou vowedst a vow unto me: now arise, get thee out from this land, and return unto the land of thy kindred.”     

Jacob Alone at the Brook Jabbok

Gen.32:22-32 “And he rose up that night, and took his two wives, and his two women servants, and his eleven sons, and passed over the ford Jabbok.  And he took them, and sent them over the brook, and sent over that he had.  And Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man with him until the breaking of the day.  And when he saw that he prevailed not against him, he touched the hollow of his thigh; and the hollow of Jacob's thigh was out of joint, as he wrestled with him.  And he said, Let me go, for the day breaketh. And he said, I will not let thee go, except thou bless me.  And he said unto him, What is thy name? And he said, Jacob. And he said, Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, (supplanter) but Israel: (one who rules as God) for as a prince hast thou power with God and with men, and hast prevailed. And Jacob asked him, and said, Tell me, I pray thee, thy name. And he said, Wherefore is it that thou dost ask after my name? And he blessed him there. And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel: for I have seen God face to face, and my life is preserved.  And as he passed over Penuel the sun rose upon him, and he halted upon his thigh. Therefore the children of Israel eat not of the sinew which shrank, which is upon the hollow of the thigh, unto this day:  because he touched the hollow of Jacob's thigh in the sinew that shrank.” 

From Jacob to Israel

Jacob’s experience at the Brook Jabbok was the second most important experience of his life, second only to his experience at Bethel when he was saved.   The salvation of your soul is the most important thing that could ever happen to you.  The next important thing is when you are fully surrendered to God and receive that mighty enduement of power from on high and are filled with the Spirit and your life is changed forever.  This is what happened to Jacob at the Brook Jabbok.  The name Jabbok means “Emptying” and that is what Jacob did at the Brook, he emptied himself of SELF and was filled with the Spirit.   Jacob was left alone with God at the Brook. 

Gen.32:24 “And Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man with him until the breaking of the day.”    We don’t usually meet God in a Crowd, but in a Closet.  Jacob was alone with God. “Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man with him…”    Most commentators have Jacob wrestling with God trying to get a reluctant God to bless him.  I feel they miss the mark by the proverbial country mile.  The Bible doesn’t say that Jacob was wrestling with this stranger, but that this unknown Stranger was wrestling with Jacob.   I believe Jacob was trying to break away and flee from this unknown wrestler.  The truth is this wrestler was seeking to bring Jacob to surrender and submission so he could bless him.  We don’t seek God initially.  God must first seeks us.   Christ seeks Sinners to save them (Lk.19:10) and then God the Father seeks the Saints to worship Him.  John 4:23 “But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him.  
What is Thy Name?

Gen.32:24-28 “And Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man with him until the breaking of the day.  And when he saw that he   prevailed not against him, he touched the hollow of his thigh; and the hollow of Jacob's thigh was out of joint, as he wrestled with him.  And he said, Let me go, for the day breaketh. And he said, I will not let thee go, except thou bless me.  And he said unto him, What is thy name? And he said, Jacob.  And he said, Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, (Supplanter) but Israel: for as a prince hast thou power with God and with men, and hast prevailed.”      

What is thy name?  A person’s name says a lot about him.   Jacob’s name fit him to a T.   Jacob, supplanter, schemer,        conniver, that’s what Jacob was.    He was to become an Israel, a Prince with God. (one who rules as God)  “Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel: for as a prince hast thou power with God and with men, and hast prevailed.”   Power with God and Power with Men.   Power to move Heaven and Power to move Earth.   Power to move God in Prayer, and Power to move Men through Preaching.    

The Importunate Man

Luke 11:5-8 “And he said unto them, Which of you shall have a friend, and shall go unto him at midnight, and say unto him, Friend, lend me three loaves;  For a friend of mine in his journey is come to me, and I have nothing to set before him?  And he from within shall answer and say, Trouble me not: the door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot rise and give thee.  I say unto you, Though he will not rise and give him, because he is his friend yet because of his importunity he will rise and give him as many as he needeth.”  
In this parable the Importunate Man was able to get bread from his Friend at midnight so that he might give it to his other friend that had come to him.   Likewise we need men today who can get the Bread from our Friend in Heaven so they can give the Bread to Men on Earth.   Men of God get the Bread in their Studies and in the Prayer Closets and give it to men from their Pulpits.   Power with God and Power with men.  Moving Heaven and Earth.               

Men who had Power with God and Men

Moses:   Moses and his Rod had Power with God and Men.
Elijah: James 5:17-18 “Elias (Elijah) was a man subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not on the earth by the space of three years and six months. And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth her fruit.”      He prayed again on Mt. Carmel and called fire down from heaven. (I Kings 18:36-39) 
Peter at Pentecost: Peter, endued with power from on high, preached at Pentecost and thousands were saved.

The Apostle Paul:  I Cor.2:1-5 “And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God.  For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified. And I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling. And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God.”  
Teach me to Pray, Lord! Teach me to Pray!   

This is my heart’s cry, day unto day.

I long to know thy will and thy way.

Teach me to Pray, Lord! Teach me to Pray!

Living in thee, Lord, and thou in me,

Constant abiding, this is my plea;

Grant me thy power, boundless and free

Power with Men, and Power with Thee!

You can be a Man, a Woman, a Young Person, that has power with God and Power with Men,…Power to Move Heaven and Earth!

