Ebenezer Stones

(I Sam.7:1-17)

1 Sam.7:12 “Then Samuel took a stone, and set it between   Mizpeh and Shen, and called the name of it Eben-ezer, saying, Hitherto hath the LORD helped us.”

The name Ebenezer means The Stone of Help.  The Ark of God had been taken by the Philistines and had proved to be a curse to them. In chapter six the Ark was brought to Joshua the Beth-shemite. Then in chapter seven it was brought to the house of Abinadab where the people confessed their sins and they had   revival at Mizpeh. 1 Sam.7:1-6 “And the men of Kirjath-jearim came, and brought up the ark of the LORD, and brought it into the house of  Abinadab in the hill, and sanctified Eleazar his son to keep the ark of the LORD. And it came to pass, while the ark abode in Kirjath-jearim, that the time was long; for it was twenty years: and all the house of Israel lamented after the LORD. And Samuel spake unto all the house of Israel, saying, If ye do return unto the LORD with all your hearts, then put away the strange gods and Ashtaroth from among you, and  prepare your hearts unto the LORD, and serve him only: and he will deliver you out of the hand of the Philistines. Then the  children of Israel did put away Baalim and Ashtaroth, and served the LORD only. And Samuel said, Gather all Israel to Mizpeh, and I will pray for you unto the LORD. And they   gathered together to  Mizpeh, and drew water, and poured it out before the LORD, and fasted on that day, and said there,  We have sinned against the LORD. And Samuel judged the children of Israel in Mizpeh.”  When the people confessed and forsook their sins the Revival began.  (Prov.28:13) (II Chron 7:14)  
When the Philistines heard of the revival at Mizpeh they came against the Children of Israel and the people implored Samuel to pray that the LORD would save them from the Philistines.

1 Sam.7:7-12 “And when the Philistines heard that the children of Israel were gathered together to Mizpeh, the lords of the  Philistines went up against Israel. And when the children of  Israel heard it, they were afraid of the Philistines.  And the  children of Israel said to Samuel, Cease not to cry unto the LORD our God for us, that he will save us out of the hand of the Philistines. And Samuel took a sucking lamb, and offered it for a burnt offering wholly unto the LORD: and Samuel cried unto the LORD for Israel; and the LORD heard him. And as Samuel was offering up the burnt offering, the Philistines drew near to battle against Israel: but the LORD thundered with a great thunder on that day upon the Philistines, and discomfited them; and they were smitten before Israel. And the men of Israel went out of Mizpeh, and pursued the Philistines, and smote them, until they came under Beth-car.  Then Samuel took a stone, and set it between Mizpeh and Shen, and called the name of it  Ebenezer, saying, Hitherto hath the LORD helped us.”       

Every time the people passed by and saw that Stone they remembered that that was where the Lord helped them and gave them a great victory over their arch enemy the Philistines.  I am sure that we all have some Ebenezer Stones in our lives and experiences with the Lord. Times and places that the Lord has helped us and given us the victory over the World, the Flesh and the devil  That’s what I want to talk to you about today in this service, Ebenezer Stones, times and places when the Lord has helped you.

The Ebenezer Stone of Salvation

I am sure that all of us who are saved can remember the time and the place and the circumstances when we were saved.   Perhaps you were saved right here at this church. Right here perhaps at this very alter you were convicted by the Spirit filled preaching of God’s Word and you had a godly sorrow wrought in your heart by the Holy Spirit and you repented of your sins and by faith received   Jesus Christ as your Lord and Saviour. God heard you as you called upon the Lord and he was merciful and saved you by his amazing grace. Where ever you were saved you need to lay an Ebenezer Stone right there and say, “right here is where I called upon the Lord and he saved my never dying soul!”
The Ebenezer Stone of Separation 

For many of you it has been right here in this church that you have been fed the sincere milk and bread and meat of God’s Word.   It has been right here that you have grown in grace and in the knowledge of you Lord and Saviour.  It has been right here that you have become rooted and grounded in the great Fundamental      Doctrines of the Christian Faith.  2 Pet.3:18 “But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen.”   1 Pet.2:2 “As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby:”   I found out that the Church Bell was the Diner Bell.  Come and dine the Master calleth, Come and dine.  You may feast at Jesus’ table all the time. He who fed the multitude, turned the water into wine, to the hungry calleth now, Come and dine.”    
Where ever you were fed the Word of God and grew as a Child of God, that’s where you need to lay another Ebenezer Stone.

The Ebenezer Stone of Supplication

Then there is the Ebenezer Stone of Supplication. No doubt we have all had many prayers answered. How many prayers have you prayed right here at this alter and God heard you heart’s cry and answered those prayers. You prayed when you needed the Lord’s help. You prayed for your self, your family, your friends, your brothers and sisters in the Lord. You prayed for your pastor, for missionaries, for revival, for souls. God heard the cry of your soul and answered those prayers. The place where you meet with God and God hears and answers your prayers is a holy place and you need to lay an Ebenezer Stone right there. Every time you pass by that place and see that Stone you need to thank and praise God that he helped you!

The Ebenezer Stone of Service

Then what about the day when you heard the voice of God calling you to some specific service. Maybe it was to teach a Sunday School Class. Maybe it was to work with the children, or to be the janitor.  In my case Pastor Meadows needed someone to help him build some little benches for the primary children in our Sunday School.  What a blessing it was for me to have the privilege to do this for Jesus. Any type of service is glorious if it is done the right spirit and for the glory of God. God called Moses from a Burning Bush in the desert to serve him. Someone has said “Any old bush is holy ground when God is in it!” The most common and mundane service is glorious when you do it for Jesus. You should have Ebenezer Stones every where, times and places where God helped you in your service for him.    

The Ebenezer Stone of Stewardship

I remember when Brother Ottis Meadows gave me a box of  tithing envelopes.  I didn’t even know what tithing was, but what a blessing it was when I found out that I could have a part in financing the world wide work of God by giving tithes and offerings to God through my church. I found out that it truly is more blessed to give than to receive.   I have also found out that you can’t out give God. Luke 6:38 “Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.”  

The Ebenezer Stone of Soul Winning

I will never forget the burden and agony of my soul as I sought to win my first soul to Christ.  There is no burden like the soul winner’s burden and there is no joy like the soul winner’s joy.  Ps.126:5-6 “They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.”     
Every time you have a part in winning someone to Christ you can lay another Ebenezer Stone.

The Ebenezer Stone of Sacred Memories

Every time you pass by one of these Ebenezer Stones you will remember the experience you had when you erected it there.    The times and places and circumstances in which God by his grace and power helped you. Memory is a precious thing. This is one reason Christ instituted the Lord’s Supper. Every time we partake of the unleavened bread and the cup we remember the broken body and shed blood of our Saviour.  Jesus said, “...this do in remembrance of me.”  God doesn’t want us to ever forget what He and His Son and the Holy Spirit have done for us. 

Precious memories, how they linger.  

How they ever flood  my soul.  

In the stillness of the mid-night, 

precious sacred scenes unfold.

Perhaps God would have you erect some Ebenezer Stones today or perhaps revisit and dust off some that you have already erected.

