TWO ARE BETTER THAN ONE
Eccles.4:9-12 “Two are better than one: because they have a good reward for their labour. For if they fall, the one will lift up his fellow: but woe to him that is alone when he falleth; for he hath not another to help him up. Again, if two lie together, then they have heat: but how can one be warm alone?  And if one prevail against him, two shall withstand him; and a threefold cord is not quickly broken.”
There is a Scripture, and a Scriptural Principle, that I am afraid has been ignored too long to our own detriment and to the detriment of the Cause of Christ. That Scripture and Scriptural Principle is the verse that says      “Two are better than one;...” (Eccles.4:9a)   That is such a simple statement of fact that we many times pay little if any attention to it and certainly fail to put it into practice in our labors for God.  We often try to do things all by ourselves when they could be done much easier and much better if we had someone helping us.   There is no doubt that we have too many "Lone Rangers" and too many "Lone Wolves" in the Work of God. In this brief study I want us to consider several areas where two are certainly better that one.

TWO ARE BETTER THAN ONE IN PRAYER
First of all, Two are better than one in Prayer. Matt.18:19-20  “Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven.  For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.”    

O, I know that the effectual fervent prayer of just one righteous person availeth much. (James 5:6) And I would in no way ever minimize that fact. But how much more effective are the prayers of two or three or more praying in unison, praying in one accord about the same thing!   This is one of the main purposes of the Prayer Meetings in our Local Churches.  We can share our prayer requests with each other and pray for each other and our mutual interests.  I would encourage you to attend every Prayer Meeting in your church.  I would also encourage you to find a Prayer Partner that you can get together with regularly for seasons of prayer. Many times we will pray more often and more effectual if we have someone else to pray with. The early Disciples assembled  together in the Upper Room and tarried and prayed together for ten days prior to Pentecost.        (Acts 1-2)   Later when they were threatened by the Chief Priests and Elders and told never to teach or preach again in the name of Jesus, they called a prayer meeting and prayed for courage to continue to obey their Lord's  command, not man's threats, and they were mightily empowered by the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the Word of the Lord with boldness. (Act 4:31) When Peter was arrested and thrown in jail and was waiting execution, again the church called a prayer meeting and prayed for Peter's release.  God heard and answered their prayer and sent an angel to deliver Peter. (Acts 12:1-10)  When Paul and Silas were thrown in jail at Philippi they sang praises to God and had a prayer meeting, just the two of them, and God sent an earthquake and set them free. (Acts 16:25-34)  It is certainly an  encouragement to one's faith when he knows that someone else is burdened about the same things he is burdened about and is praying for the same things he is praying for. Oh, Beloved, Get your self a Prayer Partner!
TWO ARE BETTER THAN ONE IN PERSONAL-WORK
Then, two are better than one in Personal-Work. Jesus sent His  disciples out “Two by Two” to do Personal Work.  Mk.6:7 “And he called unto him the twelve, and began to send them forth two and two; and he gave them power over unclean spirits.  Later when the number of followers had grown to seventy, He also sent them out two by two.  Lk.10:1-2 “After these things the Lord appointed other seventy also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place whither he himself would come.  Therefore said he unto them, The harvest truly is great, but the labourers are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he would send forth labourers into his  harvest.”   Whenever our Lord sent forth laborers, he always sent them at least by twos or more. Could we learn a lesson from this?   Many pastors have learned this lesson and when sending folk out on visitation they usually send them out in pairs of two or more.  This is not only the Scriptural way of doing it, but it is the practical and wise and most fruitful way of doing soul-winning visitation.  First of all you have two praying about the success of the visitation.  We have already proved that two praying is even more effective than just one, although the prayers of just one person right with God can accomplish mighty things. Then you also have a witness in case some problem arises. It is always good to have a witness, someone who can verify what was actually said, or what really  happened. Then too, while one is doing the witnessing and the other praying, the one praying can also prevent disturbing interruptions.  If someone knocks on the door, he, or she, can answer the door   allow the soul winner to continue uninterrupted.  If the phone rings, he can answer it and ask the caller to please call back later.  If the baby begins to cry, he/she can take over and care for the baby.  If the children get rowdy the soul-winning partner can even take them into another room or even outside to play. One time in Kentucky Pastor Bob Mallicoat rushed into the kitchen when he smelled the pot of beans on the stove begin to boil dry while I continued witnessing and led the lady to Christ. Two are better than one in Personal-Work and Visitation Soul Winning.  Then many times we would not even go if it were not for the fact that we already had it planned for someone to go with us. That has happened to me many times when it came to hunting and fishing, things that I dearly love to do.  When the old alarm clock went off before daylight, and that old bed still felt so good, and it was cold, or hot, outside, or it was raining, or snowing, there have been times when I just shut off the alarm and rolled over and pulled the covers back over my head and went back to sleep... except those times when I was to meet a buddy for the day's hunt or fishing trip. If someone were going to go with me, I would get up, even though I may not have felt like it, I got up and went.  The same is true when it comes to Fishing for Men. Many times we would not even go, if someone else were not going with us. Get you a Partner to go Soul-Winning with! 
TWO ARE BETTER THAN ONE IN PREACHING
Finally Two are better than one when it comes to the Preaching-Ministry. When the Holy Spirit called and sent out the first Missionaries, He sent them out by Twos.  Acts 13:1-5  Now there were in the church that was at Antioch certain prophets and teachers; as Baranbas, and Simeon that was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, which had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul.  As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them.  And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on hem, they sent them away.  So they, being sent forth by the Holy Ghost, departed into Seleucia; and from thence they sailed to Cyprus.  And when they were at Salamis, they preached the word of God in the synagogues of the Jews: and they had also John to their minister.”  Just as Jesus sent His disciples out two and two to do Personal Work, so too, The Holy Ghost sent the first Missionaries out by two to preach the Word of God to regions beyond.   Barnabas and Saul, two of the several prophets and teachers were chosen and called by the Holy Ghost and sent as the first    Preaching Missionaries sent out by a Local Church. The church at Jerusalem did not SEND out any Missionaries. Those who went out from the Jerusalem church were not SENT out. They were Scattered. They were run out of town. They were driven out for fear of their lives because of the persecution that had risen, much of it because of Saul of Tarsus who was making havoc of the church. Acts8:1-5“And Saul was consenting unto his (Stephen's) death. And at that time there was a great persecution against the church which was at Jerusalem: and they were all scattered abroad throughout the regions of Judaea and Samaria, except the apostles.  And devout men carried Stephen to his burial, and made great lamentation over him.  As for Saul, he made havock of the church, entering into every house, and haling men and women committed them to prison.  Therefore they that were scattered abroad went every where preaching the word.  Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and preached Christ unto them.”  To their eternal credit those that were scattered abroad throughout Judaea and Samaria went out Preaching the Word!  But, they were not SENT out like Christ had commanded them to "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature, in Jerusalem, all Judaea, Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the world.              The Missionaries were sent out by two, Barnabas and Saul (Paul). Later when Paul and Barnabas argued over taking John Mark with them on their next missionary journey, they split up and Barnabas took John Mark with him, and Paul chose Silas to be his partner.  It was still two going together to Preach the gospel to the regions beyond.  I have thought much about this over the years.  I am convinced that we have suffered, and the Cause and Work of Christ has suffered, because we have not continued this God honored, Scriptural way of doing God's Work.  Many of us do not do well when we have to go and to work alone.   Most men need a wife.  A boy needs a father, or a grandfather.   A girl needs a mother, or a grandmother.  A pastor needs an associate.            A Missionary needs a partner, a   fellow Missionary.  I wonder if fewer Missionaries would burn out and quit either before, or at the end of, their first term.  With no one to fellowship with.  No one to pray with.  With no one to discuss the problems of the work with.  With no one to council with.  With no one to visit with.  With no one to share the victories with.  We wonder why so many quit.  I wonder how so many stay, term after term after term.   And then there is the Missionary's family.  They have left family, friends, and close neighbors, the friendly and helpful Christians at home.  Many times they wake up to find themselves is a strange foreign land, where they do not understand at all the language, the customs, the ways of these new people.  They are treated as outsides, intruders, trying to change their religion and force some new God upon them.  They many times are not welcome.  How beautiful would be the friendly face of a fellow Missionary and his family.  Yes, I do believe that “Two Are Better Than One.”  Deut.32:30 “How should one chase a thousand, and two put ten thousand to flight...”  I wonder if this is not the way God intended it to be?   Maybe we should reevaluate our policies in the light of these Scriptures and these Scriptural examples.  Think about it!  Pray about it!  Study it out like a “Berean Christian”. Acts 17:11 “These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.”  

Do you believe it now?
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